
2022 AP English Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment

Hello and Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition. This is a college

level English course.  AP classes have faster-paced reading, more discussion, and a great

deal more writing.  Most reading is done outside of class. This is a seminar- structured

class, requiring you to participate in graded daily discussions. Your classroom will not be

one where you will go comfortably unnoticed. It will be a dynamic learning environment.

This course will also include preparation for the AP English Literature and Composition

Exam, given in the spring, a requirement of the course.

  If you choose not to do the summer assignment, you will need to change your

schedule now so you are in a regular English IV class. Those who come unprepared on

the first day of school will not be given time to get caught up. Waiting to drop this class

until the first week of school causes difficulty for the administrators, counselors and

teachers since you must be placed in another English class, which may already be full.  If

you decide to drop, please drop now. If you wait to read the literary texts until the week

before school starts, the successful completion of these assignments may not be possible.

Be honest with yourself now.  Are you willing to do what is necessary to be a part of this

college level class?

If you are not willing to commit to these assignments over the summer, you

should not be registered for AP English Literature and Composition. Again, these

assignments are due on the first day of school; they will no longer be accepted on the



second day. Purchasing texts is ideal so that you can annotate and take notes while

reading, but there are digital copies that can be found online.

Please contact me if you are having difficulties. Alyse.Dent@desotoisd.org

Have a great summer!  I look forward to seeing you in the fall.

The Assignments

1. Read the most commonly used AP Exam novel, Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison.

      “When I discover who I am, I'll be free.”

● Keep a dialectical journal in a notebook throughout the entire novel or make
copies of the template dialectical journal handout attached.   Be sure your writing
for each prompt gives reference to the page.  Show knowledge in this reading
journal from the entire novel or your grade will reflect your partial work.  You
will need at least two entries per chapter. Please write on only one side of the
notebook pages. You should focus on motifs, external & internal conflicts,
symbolism, theme, and literary devices.  Each time you read, have your notebook
handy to enter your work on the proper page.  Please keep in mind that I will be
reading and evaluating this work, so write a journal with blank lines between
entries and avoid scribbles.

● Complete your essay for Invisible Man (Here are the Details)
 
In a 2-4 page essay, answer the following prompt:

Invisible Man insists that juxtaposing himself against the light proves and illuminates his
existence. He alleges, “Light confirms my reality, gives birth to my form …. Without light
I am not only invisible, but formless as well; and to be unaware of one’s form is to live a
death” (Ellison 6-7). How does light, dark(ness), blindness, and invisibility shape and
inform Invisible Man’s identity and attitudes?

Use quotes from the book to prove your assertions. Do NOT use Wikipedia as a source,
and Do NOT cut and paste parts of your assigned essay from other sources.  This is
considered plagiarism and such work results in a zero. The entire essay should be ONLY
double-spaced. Do not add extra spaces between paragraphs. Do not underline, italicize,
or all cap your title. Do not change the font size of your title. The entire essay should be
in Times New Roman 12 pt font with 1” margins, MLA format. Please include page
numbers for any direct quotations.
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2. Read Fences by August Wilson.
● Keep a character journal in a notebook throughout the entire play. The quotes you

choose for the characters need to highlight a level two understanding of the
characters and a level three understanding for the characters. Level two
comments are solely what the quote says about the character’s traits. Level three
comments explain how the quote is specifically tied to the theme of the novel.
You will need 5 entries per character for each ACT.  There are 2 ACTS. Please
write on only one side of the notebook pages. Consider Mortality, Race
Relations, Manhood and Family Duty vs. Betrayal as topics that can evolve
into themes. Each time you read, have your notebook handy to enter your work
on the proper page.  Please keep in mind that I will be reading and evaluating this
work, so write a journal with blank lines between entries and avoid scribbles.

● Complete your essay for Fences (Here are the Details)

These are former AP exam prompts and will provide you with some early experience for
next May’s exam. In the exam situation, these are referred to as “Open” questions
because you may select the literature about which you will write. In the exam situation,
you could anticipate approximately forty minutes to construct your response. Obviously,
because this is being done outside of class, you may take as much time as necessary.

Write a well-developed essay. The essay should be typed, double-spaced and no more
than three pages. Please indicate at the top of your essay the letter of the prompt you have
selected. Your name, date, and assignment heading (Fences Essay) should be in the upper
left hand corner of the essay. The entire essay should be ONLY double-spaced. Do not
add extra spaces between paragraphs. Do not underline, italicize, or all cap your title. Do
not change the font size of your title. The entire essay should be in Times New Roman 12
pt font with 1” margins, MLA format. Please include page numbers for any direct
quotations.

A. An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes. In the view of
some critics, a work that does not provide the pleasure of significant closure has
terminated with an artistic fault. A satisfactory ending is not, however, always conclusive
in every sense; significant closure may require the reader to abide with or adjust to
ambiguity and uncertainty. In an essay, discuss the ending of Fences. Explain precisely
how and why the ending appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work.

B. Morally ambiguous characters – characters whose behavior discourages readers from
identifying them as purely evil or purely good – are at the heart of many works of
literature. Choose a character from Fences and explain how that character can be viewed
as morally ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a
whole.



 

*Please note that you can put both the dialectical and character journals in the same
notebook, but I would suggest purchasing a 2-subject spiral and keep them separate.
Again if you have any questions, please email me at Alyse.Dent@desotoisd.org. I look
forward to seeing you and your intellectual responses in the fall.
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